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Bastille, the troops did not stir. That evening they
withdrew to Sevres, in accordance with the orders of
the Marshal of Broglie.

What was going on at Versailles while the army
was thus retreating before the Revolution ? The
previous evening the Assembly had begun a session
which was to last sixty consecutive hours amid con-
fusion and alarm. It was rumored that the King was
preparing to flee; that the Queen, the Duchess of
Polignac, and the princes had been seen in the
Orange House, distributing food to the officers and
men; that in the night of the 14th, Paris was to
be attacked at seven points, the Palais Royal sur-
rounded, and the National Assembly dissolved.
News came of the attack upon the Bastille, and
every one listened to hear the distant roar of the
cannon. The Assembly, in terror, sent to the King
one deputation after another. To the first Louis
XVI. made reply that he had just ordered the with-
drawal of the troops from the Champ de Mars, and
that having been informed of the formation of the
Civic Guard, he had appointed officers to command it.
To the second he said: " Gentlemen, you wring my
heart more and more by what you tell me concerning
the unhappy events in Paris. It is impossible that
the orders given to my troops should be the cause."
The Bastille had been captured, July 14, at half-past
five in the evening, and Louis XVI. had gone to bed
before any one had consented to break the fatal news
to him. It was his faithful officer, the Duke of Lian-